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Sal and I were tending the wooden St. Mark flower bed that we planted
again this year. Two specific plants caught my eye.
The first plant was obviously not planted by us. The seed from another
plant had somehow become lodged between the cement blocks. It not only
survived, but blossomed! It's not a coincidence that you and I have been
planted here. The Holy Spirit made sure we could not only grow, but also
blossom. He has given us the opportunities to glorify His name through our
very lives.
The other plant, too, has great potential, but is at a crossroads. The plant
has had many blossoms, but unless the spent blossoms that are turning to
seeds are removed, the plant will cease to bring forth more flowers. The
plant will believe it has done its job, and will simply stop blossoming, wait
for the first frost, and die. Right now the plant has plenty of potential, but
needs to be pruned in order to continue to bloom.
Which one of those pictures represents you? Are you ready to grow and
continue to blossom? Are you willing to let the Spirit prune you, so new
growth can flourish? God's not done with any of us, yet. The future is
filled with ways to glorify our Savior with our witness and our life.
Pastor Miller

Business Old & New
HOLY COMMUNION
If you need to have Holy Communion brought
to you in the pew, please let an usher know. Pastor will be happy to accommodate you.
ST. MARK QUILTERS
St. Mark quilters will be meeting the 1st and
3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9:00am and sewing until noon so that they can attend the Ladies
Luncheon. We would love to have some new
people who may be interested come and join us.
LADIES PRAYER LUNCH
Ladies Prayer Lunch will be at noon at the
Rhinelander Family Restaurant across from
AmericanInn. It will be on September 6th, 2022
for lunch and fellowship. All women of the
congregation are invited to join the ladies in
prayer and fellowship.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
“Thank you” to all members continuing to participate in the “Choice Dollars” donation to St.
Mark Church.
FOOD PANTRY
The next time that St. Mark will work at the
Food Pantry work at the Rhinelander Area Food
Pantry is October 31st, 2022. Workers are asked
to be there at 2:45PM. There will be a signup
sheet in the fellowship hall. If you have any
questions please call Anne Anderson at
715-362-5810.
FELLOWSHIP
Now that we are having fellowship after each
service we find that we need members to look at
the calendar and decide when they might take a
turn at hosting. Please check the open dates to
see if any of them would be a great day for you
to host this wonderful fellowship. You may host
it alone, with a partner or as a board, whatever
works the best.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
A BIG THANK YOU to all who brought school
supplies You probably noticed that the table
was overflowing with them. You’ve blessed
many children and families with your gifts. So
thank you to the many that participated in our
annual “School Supply” program.

ATTENDANCE
Thank you to all that set the example by signing the attendance book at every service that
they attend. Those records help our Elders out
a great deal and also lets Pastor Miller know of
visitors that visit us. Any information that you
can share such as address, telephone number,
etc. also helps the office to keep our records up
to date.
PLANNING FOR THE NEW YEAR
Fall is the time of year when the council starts
working on plans for the new year. As of right
now they are working on the budget for next
year. Each board comes to the table with what
they feel they will need for the following year
and then it is all discussed, tweaked, and an
agreement is reached. When the council feels
that it is complete the budget will be brought to
the congregation for approval. This will take
place at the Congregational Assembly on October 16, 2022. Please mark this on your calendar as your input is very important and all recommendations will be looked at. This is your
church and it is important to stay informed.

MORE NEWS AND NOTES
LWML
Ladies, I hope that you have enjoyed a memorable and enjoyable summer. It sure passes quickly
here in the Northwoods.
September is going to be an eventful month for us. On September 8-10 the Fall Retreat will be held
at Camp Luther. Always a great time to join with other Lutheran Ladies for fellowship, Bible Study
and always good eating and scenery. I will be attending on Friday. If anyone would like to attend
with me, you are welcome to attend. There is a $30 registration fee, but well worth it.
Our other big event is that we are hosting our Zone's Fall Rally on Thursday, September 29 from
9;00AM until approximately 3:00PM. It's another great day to join together with other ladies from
our Northwoods area. Registration for this is $10 for the day and includes a coffee social time in the
morning and lunch. There will be special speakers, and Christian Life part of the day as well. On
Tuesday, September 20 at 10:00 we will have our regular Guild meeting, and finish our preparations
for the rally.
I hope you will consider joining me for either of these worthwhile chances to join other ladies in the
area. If you have questions, or want to join in you can call me at 612-803-5694, or email
blscott54@gmail.com.
Quilting Through the Years
Is there anything more basic, yet so comforting to someone in need than a blanket?
Sue Haug, a fantastic seamstress, decided to gather members of St. Mark as well as friends, to establish a quilting group at St. Mark and they have been sewing for many years. They would meet twice
a month for more than 50 years to create 12 quilts each time they met.
The regular members were Sue Haug, Shirley Gluch, Dorothy Krueger, Pearl Gerdes, Kathy Menning, Pat Gluch, Erika Browne, Elly Rogers, Carol Dreifurst and Dorothy Berna. Additional members included Joanne Abens, Rosemary Boxrucker, Alma Frasier, Irene Cook ,Alvena Nemluvil, Elvira Klotz, Jean Lange, Tammy Lemmer, Carol Schumacher, JoAnn Fiene, Heidi Buntrock, Barb Bailey, Christine Knitt, Cathy ziZlkowski, Carrie Jane Danner-Vozka, Lucille Kinney & Barb Scott.
Together they have crafted long-lasting relationships. They have donated 150 quilts to Lutheran
World Relief each year. Many more were donated to Frederick House Shelter, the Domestic Abuse
Shelter, as well as victims of house fires in the Rhinelander area. One special quilt was presented to
Bella Walkowski as she heads off to college.
Because of the generosity of St. Mark they are able to defray some of the cost of shipping and have
been able to purchase supplies as needed. They have even held a garage sale to help with some of
the cost.
They are so grateful to Joanne and Jim Abens and family for their very generous gifts of sewing machines, material, thread, etc. Because of them, the quilters will be able to continue sewing quilts for
a long time. They also would like to extend thanks to Al Peterson for delivering quilts to Wausau for
shipping.
If you like sewing and have experience, come and join them. They always welcome new members.
Just give Elly Rogers at call at 715-282-6264.
Please enjoy some pictures of the group on the following page. The ladies have a lot of fun and produce some beautiful quilts.
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MORE NEWS AND NOTES
New Additions to St. Mark
A new picnic table was purchased by Al
Peterson through the Hodag Sports Club.
Very nice addition to our outside fellowship
area. Thank you Al. The outside of our
church looks very beautiful and your purchase is greatly appreciated.

St. Mark has a new outdoor sign designed by
our very own Andy Wyss. The sign committee did a great job on the planning, ordering
and install follow-up. It is certainly a great
addition and is beautiful when it lights up in
the evening. Thank you to all involved with
this project.

Have You Heard….
Mark your calendar for the September 18th, St. Mark potluck meal. We will be commemorating our
new additions: the fellowship entry door roof, the patio and tables, and our new church sign. More
information, as well as signup sheets will be published on a later date.

CONGRATULATIONS!!!
Wyss Adoption & Baby Shower
We are happy to announce that the Wyss family has received a baby boy that they are in the process of adopting. Though the adoption may not be final until sometime in January, we at St, Mark
wanted to congratulate them all by holding a table shower for their new addition. Gifts were given
by many of the members and we had them open some of them while we were enjoying a fellowship. Baya, Myles and Rowyn are very happy with the new baby boy. They even helped to name
him “Wyatt”. They have waited a long time for this dream to come true and we are all happy for
them that it did. Please enjoy some pictures of the git opening on the next page and stop and congratulate them when you have the chance.

IT’S A BOY!!

We would like to thank everyone for all of the support that we have received with this adoption process,
not just in the recent weeks, but over the years as well. We started the process 5 years ago and have been in
the waiting period for almost 4 of those years. We started in the domestic infant program and were never
selected by birth parents. A year ago, since our children were getting older, we made the switch to public
adoption. We anticipated having a child placed with us that would be similar in age to our biological children. Not much has happened in the past year either though. In the past few months, I had donated or sold
almost all of our baby stuff as we let go of that dream. Then in mid-July, we received a call about a baby
boy who was in need of a home. We said yes!
Next, we wait for TPR (Termination of Parental Rights) to take place. Up until that happens, the birth parents can change their mind and take Wyatt back. Because of his circumstances, the County feels like things
should move smoothly going forward. After we have had placement of him for 6 months, then we are legally allowed to adopt him (January at the earliest).
We had 4 days to prepare to bring him home, and the amount of support we received has been nothing short
of amazing! By time we brought him home, clothes, bottles, diapers, etc. Since then, our church family has
supplied us with diapers and clothes for him to grow into. We cannot thank you enough! Our bodies may
be tired, but our hearts are full.
The Wyss Family
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