February 2021 Newsletter
St. Mark Lutheran Church
21 S. Baird Avenue, Rhinelander, WI 54501 (715-362-2470)
In this issue:
• Pastoral
Letter

• Holy
Communion
• February
Birthdays
• Monthly
Group
Gatherings
• Feb. Volunteer,
Altar Guild,
Trustee, and
Counters
Schedule
• Officers and

Boards for
2021
• February
Calendar
• Worship
Schedule and
Office Hours

From Pastor Miller
In all of the Christmas worship services that
I have been involved in, nothing really
compares to the one we celebrated in 2020.
In the cold, with the wind chill well below
zero, many of us gathered outside to
celebrate the birth of our Lord.
These pictures in our newsletter
represent the collective efforts of
our congregation’s council, music
leaders and Jim Hext to offer our
praise to God for His ultimate gift
to us.
The Christmas Eve service reminded me of the
essential strength here at St. Mark. When we
attempted to do something to the glory of
God, God blessed us with the multitude of
gifts that He has provided in our membership.
God reminded me as I sat there in the cold
that He will provide us with whatever is
needed to not only sustain the ministry here,
but also to enable it to withstand any
challenges that we
will meet.
I don’t know what
challenges 2021
will bring to us,
but I do know who
will be with us to meet them. May God continue to
bless us on whatever path He takes us.
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Report to the Congregation of St Mark Lutheran Church from the Church Council
January, 2021
Greetings from the Church Council.
As we met last January for the Annual Congregational Assembly none of us imagined the challenges ahead. This has been a difficult time, but it has also been a time of great blessings. During our
January council meeting we reflected on the many blessings God poured upon us. The community
of worshipers at St Mark has grown in numbers. Our Pastor adjusted services so that we could continue to worship “together” online. The Elders guided the format of in-person worship services
with love and caring, and regularly checked-in with members. Our organists, musicians, and vocalists continue to enrich weekly worship. The audio-visual equipment and email systems installed in
the years prior to the pandemic provided the means for us to stay connected. God provided our congregation new technical skills and knowhow to set up and run live streaming. Our church website
was beautifully updated. Despite economic challenges faced by many, generous offerings put St
Mark in excellent financial condition. In the face of the health crisis impacting so many in our
community, our members and the Board of Evangelism served those in need through outreach, social ministry, the food bank, quilting, and many other works of compassion. St Mark maintained its
commitment to the mission work of Rev. Gaugert and the North Wisconsin District. The Trustees
did not miss a step beautifully renovating the entrances and sign and updating electrical systems.
Bible study for children continued through lessons provided regularly for at-home study. Members
volunteered to fill the church boards and officer positions. We are particularly grateful and welcome Stacey Robinson as our new Secretary and Deb Kinney as our new Treasurer.
So many blessings!
It is not practical for the congregation to meet in-person for the Annual Congregational Assembly
this month, so the council is providing this written report. We hope it informs you on activities of
the church council, and we look forward to the time we can meet in-person once again. As always,
feel free to contact any of the council members or the church office if you have questions or concerns.
Please note that the council needs your approval to move forward with an upgrade to the video system. Please review the information on this proposal and return your vote to the church office.
We also seek your feedback and ideas. We invite you to use the form enclosed to provide your input to the church council. Please return it to the church office.
Thank you.
Chuck Komp Congregation President

Proposed video system upgrade
Find blessings in all things. We are truly blessed even in the middle of a pandemic. One of these
blessings is the ability to bring our church services to everyone through the internet.
Even when we return to church as a family, St Mark would like to continue to record and broadcast
our services. This has been a great opportunity for us to witness and spread the gospel. To video and
record our services, we need to better install cables that are on the floor and make the back of the
sanctuary free of clutter so that visitors feel welcome upon entering our sanctuary. With this upgrade we can eliminate the need of having camera equipment and a cameraman in the back of the
church during service. Installing cameras higher up on the side walls will eliminate people walking
in front of the camera and blocking the view. Also, we can set up the cameras so the projector will
not block the view of the order of service projected on the front wall. The system upgrade will include wall mounted cameras and necessary digital equipment to focus close-up on the pulpit and the
lectern and provide wide angle views of the church. The church has funds available for the project.
Proposal
Shall St Mark purchase and have installed cameras and digital equipment to upgrade the video system with the total cost of this project not to exceed $5,000.00?
Vote: Yes____________ No____________
Please return your vote to the church office before Feb. 8
Please provide your comments and suggestions for the church council.
The church council seeks your input. Please offer your comments and suggestions and return the
form to the church office.
Consider the Worship service and streaming via the internet. What works well for you?
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
How can this be improved? _____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Do you have any other comments or suggestions for the Church Council?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Treasurer’s Report – Prepared by Chuck Komp

Total General Fund assets as of Dec 31, 2021 were $166,475.51. This is an increase of more than
$40,000 for the year. The checking balance as of Dec 31, 2020 was 12,356.95, the short-term savings account balance was 52,074.10 and the long-term savings with LCEF had a balance of
101,944.46.
General Fund expenses for the year were 125,271.07, 10% below budget. Changes in operations
due to the pandemic increased expenses for things like live streaming services, postage, and individual communion cups which were offset by decreased expenses in other areas.
The Building Fund balance was $18,261.90 as of Dec 31, 2020. This is a decrease of roughly
$9,000 from the end of 2019 due to expenses for the front entrance and completion of the basement
repairs.
The Scrip Fund balance was $3,733.37 as of Dec 31, 2020. This is an increase of a little over $100
for the year. The SCRIP Fund supported $475 in equipment purchases for the Sunday School Program.
The detailed financial report with Balance Sheet and Statement of Income and Expenses is enclosed.

St Mark Lutheran Church Elders 2020 Year in Review
With the Covid-19 pandemic that was upon us last year, the elders had to make some
extremely hard and challenging decisions for the safety and well being of the congregation of St. Mark. These decisions were made with the guidelines of our governor,
the state, the CDC and our Lutheran synod with restrictions on how we worshiped.
But, by the grace of God and the Holy Spirit, we were able to go to a live streaming
system so that we could reach out to our congregation for those who could not attend
and many people around the country to view on our website our website. We owe our
gratitude for this to Andy Wyss, who worked hard to make this possible, the trustees
and especially Jim Hext from By Request. With all the challenges of last year we also
had a bright spot and that was having a Christmas Eve service outside and inviting the
congregation and our entire community to worship together as we celebrated the birth
of Jesus Christ. Even though it was the coldest day of the year, you could not tell by
the way Pastor dressed. The service was a complete success with many of our congregation attending. We want to thank everyone involved that made this a memorable experience for our church. We want to wish everyone a Happy New Year and we look
forward to a time in this next year when perhaps we can all that be together again to
worship and to gather in fellowship as a church family.

Board of Trustees
2020 End of Year Report
We got a lot done in 2020, and still finished $6,000 under our budget for the year. We
are truly blessed at St. Mark. The following list is the highlights of our work:
Finished basement reconstruction and renovations.
Replaced the old front doors and had Blue Gill Painting wood grain them.
DeWitt Electric replaced the wiring in the six main lights in the sanctuary.
Spread bark, cut down the tree blocking our St. Mark sign, and got rid of the overgrown shrubs inside the sign.
New locks were installed on all church doors. New keys were cut and handed out according to the new Key Control Policy approved at the August Council meeting.
Finished the lower-level LED conversion lighting project. By completing ourselves, we
spent less than $500.
Repaired the lights on the outdoor signage.
Ron Roe resigned from the trustees due to health concerns. A big thank you to his
many years of service.
John Robinson agreed to join the Board of Trustees for 2021.

Board of Education
2020Year End Report
Things have surely changed for Sunday school for the 2020 year. While getting the
Sunday school area a little more comfortable, with carpeting, sectionals for walls and a
new cabinet with a great donation from the Scrip Fund, we find that the children are
not able to use it yet because of the Covid pandemic. It will be here and ready when
they can return.
The Sunday children’s bulletin and their Sunday school lessons are being mailed to the
children along with parent packets to help guide their children with their learning and
has allowed us to be able to keep the lessons the same as the lessons read each Sunday
during service. Thank you parents for working with your children and feeding them
spiritually. (I’ve heard that the children like getting the mail also.)
To help with church activities the board of education made and passed out hot chocolate for the Christmas Eve service. It was cold but we felt a warm feeling inside knowing that we all could celebrate the birth of Jesus together.

MORE NEWS AND NOTES
HOLY COMMUNION
LADIES BIBILE STUDY
If you need to have Holy Communion brought to The ladies bible study group will meeting on
you in the pew, please let an usher know. Pastor Wednesday, January 6th in the church’s lower
will be happy to accommodate you.
level at 1:00pm.
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
LWML
“Thank you” to all members continuing to participate in the “Choice Dollars” donation to St. Mark The Women's Guild will not be meeting in the
month of January We will decide about the FebChurch.
ruary meeting at a later date.
ST. MARK QUILTERS
FOOD PANTRY
Having the health of our ladies in mind, we are
suspending getting together for quilting until fur- Part of the ministry at St. Mark is to help others
ther notice.
that are in need. We are very blessed and
thankful to all the people who help distribute
LADIES PRAYER LUNCH
food at the Rhinelander Area Food Pantry. The
The ladies' prayer lunch is suspended until further many people that volunteer make the work easy
notice. Stay healthy and safe this holiday season. and very rewarding. The next opportunity to
volunteer at the food pantry is Monday, March
We will announce when we are able to meet
29, 2021. You are asked to be there at 2:45pm
again.
and will work until 6:00pm. If you are interested in doing this kind of work please contact
Mickey Steil at 715-362-2282.

More Christmas Photos
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
THURSDAY WORSHIP

6:00 PM

SUNDAY WORSHIP

9:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
9:00 AM—1:00 PM
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

March 2021 Newsletter
deadline Is:

February 15, 2021

We livestream all our services
and
provide other happenings and schedules
at St. Mark Lutheran church on our website at:
www.stmarkrhinelander.org
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